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An ideal first step for learning about ham radio Beyond operating wirelessly, today's ham radio

operators can transmit data and pictures; use the Internet, laser, and microwave transmitters; and

travel to places high and low to make contact. This hands-on beginner guide reflects the operational

and technical changes to amateur radio over the past decade and provides you with updated

licensing requirements and information, changes in digital communication (such as the Internet,

social media, and GPS), and how to use e-mail via radio.  Addresses the critical use of ham radio

for replacing downed traditional communications during emergencies or natural disasters Provides

updates to all documentation of the American Radio Relay League Explains recent changes to

picking your own call sign Places a special emphasis on the major reasons people get into amateur

radio: emergency communication, digital communication, and do-it-yourself science Looks at online

mapping and charting of websites  Whether you're just getting turned on to ham radio or already

have your license, Ham Radio for Dummies, 2nd Edition helps you with the terminology, the

technology, and the talknology.
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Learn to:  Acquire your license and call sign Send e-mail using your radio Assist with emergency

communications Build a personal wireless system for home, mobile, and portable operating  Make

international friends, train with technology, and assist in emergencies &#151; become a ham!

Before there was e-mail or Facebook, there was ham radio &#151; used to talk to people around the

globe and to communicate during disasters and emergencies. Hams still come to the rescue, but



today they can also transmit images, use the Internet, and take advantage of the most powerful

private wireless communications capacity in the world. Ready to join the fun?  Behind the mic

&#151; find out what ham radio is all about, explore the technology, and find a group that shares

your interests A ham, I am &#151; join the ranks by preparing for the licensing exam, passing the

test, and getting your call sign Listen first &#151; get a feel for what happens on different bands and

learn to tune in a signal on SSB, FM, HF, VHF, and UHF It's a setup &#151; set up your radio and

learn about its many features &#151; memory channels, special filters, hands-free operation, and

more How you operate &#151; learn the difference between casual operating, operating with intent,

and operating specialties You're the stationmaster &#151; find out how to choose equipment,

design your ham shack, and set up a station that works Do good &#151; be ready to help your

community in case of an emergency or natural disaster  Open the book and find:  The effect of solar

and weather conditions on radio waves Translations of ham lingo What an FM repeater is and when

to use one All about antennas How to get your e-mail using the radio Tips for mastering Morse code

Basic troubleshooting advice Ten secrets beginner hams should know

H. Ward Silver got his first ham radio license in 1972. His ham experiences led to a 20-year career

as an electrical engineer, designing microprocessor-based products and medical devices. He writes

for the American Radio Relay League and publishes a popular ARRL e-newsletter, The ARRL

Contest Update.

I'm always a bit suspicious of the "Dummies" and "Idiots" books, as many of them really short on

information. But this book is really full of information about how to get started in ham radio. It is well

organized and well written. One note: this has very little detail about how to pick out your first radio;

plenty of general information, but it is not a product selection guide. But if you read it, you will

realize, as the author recommends, that the best way to buy a radio is to make some friends in the

ham radio community and get some help picking out equipment. But I can't recommend this book

enough....really helpful.

Outstanding book, it explains everything but doesn't kill you with boring stuff. You learn everything

you need to know but without feeling like a monotone university professor wrote it. Instead it was

written by someone who can explain and teach what you need while keeping you engaged.A must

get for beginners!!!



Used this book to help pass the Technicians Ham License but the best book to review is ARRL's

Technician Exam book. This book has a more general outlook on becoming a ham.

Had to learn Ham Radio in one big hurry, so ordered and received this book....helped quite a bit.....

It's ok. Basic operations and information. You can get the same information from any ham website.

Just getting into it, but it has great basic information about Ham radio.

Got this to help me pass my Technician HAM license. I have not read a lot of it yet but seems it will

help me be more prepared to pass my test after reading the ARRL Ham Radio license manual. Will

read it from front to back to help me better understand the process and help me pass the test.

Read good but is not what I need to pass exam.
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